L is good 0 be the king,” declares George
Blagden, who plays L XIV on the
Ovation period sudser VERSAILLES,
now in its third and final scason. "It's the
Ll first role 've done that has become more
challenging the more I do it. I didn’t really know
at the age of 24 what | was taking on with this
role — what this role in its entirety encompasses
To represent a historical figure with this level of
notoriety, and then represent the man and what
he achicved, it has been the most amazing jour
ney, Tt keeps me on my toes continually.”
Blagden admits that the idea of rescarching his
alter ego was initially mind-bogghing. “I was cast
about four-and.-a-half-woeks before we tumed
over on scason 1, and | was shooting another
project at the time,” be recalis. “1f the producers
had given me a vear free with nothing clse to do
but be on my own kn a Jocked room with all the
rescarch available on Louis XIV, T still could not
have gotten even halfway through it. So many
things that we take for granted in today's society
luxury and art and fashion — it all happened
in this incredibie building. So, | had a ot of faith
and trust in our fantastic show runnces, David
[Wolstencroft] and Simon [Mirren], and thank
God 1 did because they really have created a
script that & very detasled and sensitive to histori-
cal accuracy. David studlied this period while he
was o Cambridge, We had the chicf scientific
rescarcher from the actual Palace of Versaslles as
our historical consubtant. They pleced this story
together so | coukl walk onto that set and do my
Job, which is to interpret that character in its mes
human form, and that & the most exciting part
for me. He may be an ommipotent King. but what
you sce on your TV screens is a fragike, mentally
unstable boy king whe is constantly trying to grow
into this man that everyone needed ham to be.™
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Uretherly Shove: Of the frater-
nal deama with Alexander Vishos

(Phitippe), Blagden shares, * don't
have & brother in real e, and | don't

[faughs). They were the most power-
ful men In the world, and they were
Drothers, and one was In charge snd
oo waan 'L | ssean, that is & recipe for
Saaster”

Blagden is thnlled that the show has
caught on with the Ovation crowd. “When
we started shooting the find seawon, |
remember us all, the director of our first
three episodes and the writers and our
executive producers, we all discussed what
we thought the tone of the show was, and
everyone had a different opinion,™ he says
“Thas place and thal teme Canmot be put in
a box, and | thought that what we would
cventually ond up making would stick
o some sort of genre. We would be able
%0 refer w0 it &, you know, DOWNTON

ABBEY mects GAME OF THRONES, but
cven now, #'s very unspecfic in its genre.
But, it has 2ll the right ingrodicnts: kove, sex,
viokence, jealousy, heroscs, passion. It's all
there, just with wigs and heels™

Speaking of which, Bladgen says & takes
about two hours for him 1o transform o the
kegendury Sun King, "It’s not 100 bad™ he
sheugs of his tme spent in the makeup and
hair chaie. “But four months in, shooting at
5 am. and having cach individeal bair o0
your mustache adjusied with a poar of fime
tweezers is.. No, honestly, |love it becawsse
it gives me a couple of hours in the moming
o pet into characier. The result of what you
sce onscreen of Logls XIV is not just me
It's the rosalt of 250 people’s hasd work in
beinging this guy to hfe. it's very much his
costurme and hair and the rooes he inhatits
that are very much pest of him - & much
as what I'm doing. I'm so grasefel we get 10
work wigh a team hie that™

Though this is one of the most prolific
roles of his young carcer, Blagden notes that

the period garb keeps him from being rec-
ogrred in public. “It's quite mice, actually.”
he chuckies of the anomymity. “Quite nice. 1
look very different from my characier, and
s funey bocause of I'm out and someone
is talking about the show, | might pet an
homest opinion in someone saying what they
really think [lawghes]. 1 have thought maybe
I should start growing my hair oot and just
walk down Brck Lane in Ext Loadon with
my heels and see what happens. | doa’t
know if you've ever wom heels, but they do
amawing things for your confidence sboot
how you see yoursell. It sounds really silly,
Bt st try . Walk around in a pair of heels
for the day. In the evening, you will fecl
supeesnely confident.”
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(de Morisspan)

Elisa Lasowsid
(larie-Thérdse)

L Busted” Blagden on set
with a look-afike statue of
the king. “A new addtion
50 our halls,” he shared
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